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Phonemic awareness is the ability to identify and manipulate individual sounds in spoken words 

(readingrockets.org).  

Phonemic awareness does not require a child to recognize or read any printed letters or words. It is the 

understanding and awareness of oral (spoken) language.   

 

 

Follow these steps to learn more about your child’s skills in Phonemic Awareness.  

1. Review the assessment before you engage your child.  

2. DO NOT show or give your child this assessment. It is an oral assessment.  

3. Follow the instructions given in each section.  

4. Repeat the instructions if needed. Wait up to 5 seconds for a response.                                         

DO NOT prompt him/her.  

 
5. Record responses. Answers are in brackets next to each item, except where answers may vary.  

 
6. Complete the assessment in parts if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This informal assessment is designed to build awareness about the abilities of an individual child in specified 

areas of phonemic awareness. It is not a complete diagnostic tool.  

Phonemic Awareness  
 

Quick Assessment: Syllables, Beginning Sounds, Rhyming   
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SYLLABLES                                                     Score: _____/6 

 
 

Part One: Identifying Syllables in Words 
 
SAY: “Words have syllables. Book has one syllable.” (Clap once while saying book) 

          “Baby has two syllables.” (Clap for each syllable ba – by)  

          “Tortola has three syllables.” (Clap for each syllable Tor – to – la) 

 

ASK: “How many syllables are in each word?” 

1. butterfly (3)      

2. girl (1)           

3. finger (2) 

 

Part Two: Blending Syllables  
 
SAY:  “Listen to these parts pur – ple.  When I put them together the word is purple.”                     

           “Now put these parts together to make a word.” 

1. sun - shine  (sunshine)      

2. tab - let  (tablet)           

3. af – ter - noon (afternoon)  

 

 

BEGINNING SOUNDS                                      Score: _____/3 

 

 
SAY: “Listen to these words. puppy – father – pilot” 

         “Puppy and pilot start with the same sound, father does not start with the same sound.”              

 

ASK:  “Which word does NOT begin with the same sound as the other words?”  

1. beg – baby – goat  (goat) 

2. sand – head – hip   (sand) 

3. road -- mango -- red  (mango)  
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RHYMING                                                               Score: ____/6 
 

 
SAY:  “Bat and hat are rhyming words. They have the same sound at the end.  Listen.   bat…hat    
bat…hat.  Bat and hat rhyme.”    
 

Part One: Identifying Rhyming Pairs  
 
SAY:  “Do these words rhyme?  Tell me yes or no.” 
 

1. lip – sip  (yes)    

2. bike – foot  (no)    

3. goat – boat  (yes) 

 

 

Part Two: Recalling Rhyming Words 
 
SAY:  “I will say a word. You tell me a word that rhymes with the word I say.”    
             Answers will vary. Nonsense or made-up words are also considered to be correct.       

 

1. tap        

2. fun              

3. ball   

 

 

For a professional, comprehensive reading assessment, contact us today.   

 

 


